255
Germansweek Parish Council
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Germansweek Parish Council (255) held at 7:30pm on Wednesday 21st January 2026 in the Village Hall.

Present:
Cllrs Jones, Moyse, Watkinson, Cawdgan 

Public Open Session: To receive comments and questions from members of the public (restricted to 15 mins)
Apologies: To receive and consider apologies  - Cllrs Morris, Mott and Clerk Ward

Report from West Devon: (Councillors Mott/Southcott) -  waiting to hear from the Govt on new system - think Feb/Mar 2026.  Cllrs at West Devon may be extended for a year for the handover.

Declaration of interests: Councillors to advise of any interests in agenda item/s and to remind councillors to keep their register of interests up to date with WDBC and the Clerk. None

Minutes: To agree and sign minutes 19th Nov (253)  and 17th Dec  2025 (254) Done

Planning:  3457/25/FUL Proposed conversion of agricultural building into a single dwelling (in lieu of Class Q permission 1264/24/PDM) and temporary siting of caravan and shipping container 
Site Address: Twelve Acre Barn (Land at Eworthy) Eworthy Germansweek EX21 5FD - no comments.

Finance: 
Finance report from Clerk;  due to some figure inaccuracies some of the documents require updating.

To note or approve the following payments
	  Kenny Ogborne hedge cutting					£48.00 -approved
	  Hall hire for Xmas do						£25.00 - approved
Wage cost  for November and December 2025 			£563.16 - correction to £585.08 to be approved next month
And to note total wage cost  of £563.16 for September and October, paid in November - noted.

To consider next year’s precept.  £7,601.00 based on predicted budget - considered and approved

To consider the purchase of 100 meters of fairy lights, a Christmas tree and some new outside lights,  for the Christmas event.  Agreed to buy 100m cluster lights.

Roads and Ditches:  update

Consider the purchase of a new laptop and Microsoft office: MS office 24 is currently available via Groupon for £12.00 for a life time licence. A council owned laptop will meet the requirements 
assertion 10 of the new audit.  Having lost access to her own lap top for some days this month the clerk is no longer happy to use her own equipment for PC work and feels it would be safer to have a dedicated item. There is some money in the transparency budget for this. - West Devon are waiting to hear if  they can help us through procurement of a laptop.  Approve the purchase of life time licence from Groupon.

Hi speed broadband: (Cllr Watkinson) - this should have been removed from Agenda.

Footpaths P3: (– update ) - the two bridges at Moors Mill are due to be repaired when the weather improves. They have been closed until they can be repaired as the decks have rotted.

Correspondence:   Letter received from Geoffrey Cox MP inviting Parish Clerks and Cllrs to attend a connectivity forum on 30.01.2026 at 1000hrs - Steve Watkinson will attend.

Items for future agenda: as raised: salt broadcaster for Bangors hill?  Christmas lights - costs for approval.

[bookmark: _vvyyv96v3t54]Date of next meeting:  18th February 2026 at 7:30pm in the Village Hall

